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Each year at the Joint North Dakota Water Convention & Irrigation 
Workshop hosted by the North Dakota Water Users Association, a number 
of individuals are recognized for their service to North Dakota’s water 
industry. This year, at the 58th annual convention, several recipients with 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) ties were 
presented water awards.

Kimberly Cook
North Dakota Water Wheel

The Water Wheel Award is given to someone who 
demonstrates a commitment to protect and manage North 
Dakota’s water resources. Kimberly Cook, Garrison Diversion 
Communications Director, was awarded this honor.

Communication is vital to connect people with resources 
and Kimberly Cook has played a critical role in connecting 
the people of North Dakota with the resources of Garrison 
Diversion. She has been a part of Garrison Diversion’s team 
since 2008, and her communication efforts keep the 28 
member counties of Garrison Diversion updated on issues like 
irrigation, natural resources, operations and maintenance, as 
well as the funding for the matching recreation, water supply 
assistance and MR&I grant programs. In addition, Cook leads 
communications for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project 
by engaging with key stakeholders in multiple counties and 
communities. 

“To receive the Water Wheel Award and be considered in 
the ranks of some incredible water professionals before me is 
incredibly humbling,” Cook said. “I consider myself fortunate 
to have landed in a position with supportive coworkers and a 
great team of people working together towards the same goal.”
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Duane DeKrey
Riverman Award

The Missouri River Joint Water Resource Board presented 
its Riverman Award to Garrison Diversion General Manager 
Duane DeKrey. The Riverman Award signifies appreciation 
for a lifetime of leadership, resource management, 
and water development in the Missouri River Corridor.  

Duane has been Garrison Diversion’s general manager 
since 2015 and oversees many valuable initiatives in the 
organization, including irrigation development, MR&I water 
supply and the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. Under 
his direction, Garrison Diversion is working to put Missouri 
River water to beneficial use in North Dakota.

“I couldn’t be more humbled to receive this,” DeKrey said. 
“I look at list of previous award winners and to think that my 
name is worthy enough to be included in that group is quite 
humbling.”

Upon accepting the award, DeKrey pressed upon banquet 
attendees, as those who know water in North Dakota and 
know the Missouri River, to “impress upon every neighbor 
and civic organization the importance of the Missouri River. 
There is a battle brewing over the Missouri River, as western 
parts of the United States are running out of water and looking 
east to our Missouri River for water. We need to make an 
effort to push our legislators and our delegation to see to it we 
get our share of the Missouri River.”

Duane DeKrey and 
Garrison Diversion Staff
Oarsman Award

Duane DeKrey and Garrison Diversion staff also were presented 
the Oarsman Award by the Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water 
Resource Board.

An Oarsman is a person who rows as a part of the boat, especially 
as part of a team of rowers.  The Oarsman Award is given to those 
who work to support the efforts of the Upper Sheyenne River Joint 
Water Resource Board to help it accomplish its goals.

DeKrey and Garrison Diversion staff members were presented the 
award for their leadership and participation in projects for the Upper 
Sheyenne River Watershed.

“I have an excellent staff and really great board to work with and I 
accept this wholeheartedly for them on behalf of Garrison Diversion. 
We’ve been around a long time and we’ve worked really hard, it looks 
like some of our labors are coming to fruition,” DeKrey said.

L to R: Ben Varnson, Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water 
Resource Board Chair; Alan Walter, Chairman Garrison 
Diversion Board of Directors; Duane DeKrey, General 
Manager Garrison Diversion; Monty Schaefer, Upper 
Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board Vice Chair.
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Dr. Timothy Mahoney
Commodore Award

The Commodore Award, signed by the governor of North Dakota, 
acknowledges individuals who have proven a commitment to develop, 
manage and protect the state’s water resources. Winners hold the rank 
of commodore in the North Dakota Mythical Navy. Fargo Mayor Dr. 
Timothy Mahoney was honored with the award for his work on the 
Red River Valley Water Supply Project and as chairman and board 
member of the FM Area Diversion Project. Dual large expansions and 
regionalization of the Fargo Water Treatment Plant and Regional Water 
Reclamation Facility were also accomplished during his tenure as mayor 
of Fargo.

Mahoney addressed conference attendees while receiving his award. 
“I first came to this conference in 2006 when I became a commissioner, 
and we heard about all these dreams and all the things we had in our 
heart we wanted to get done. What’s really exciting about today is we’re 
seeing how things are happening. We’re seeing funding, we’re seeing 
money. All of us throughout the state are doing so many wonderful 
projects. It’s really fun when you see concrete somewhere!

“I’m proud of all the people in this room,” Mahoney added. “You 
recognize water is so important to us, and you have a vision and then 
you’re innovative, finding a way to work through the hurdles. We are 
a resilient state that knows how to work with people and make things 
happen.”

The deadline for the Garrison Diversion Matching 
Recreation Grant Program and Water Supply Assistance 
Grant Program is rapidly approaching. Grant applications and 
required paperwork for both programs must be postmarked by 
March 1, 2022.

Matching Recreation Grant funds may be requested 
for new recreation facilities or enhancement, ADA renovations 
or expansion of existing facilities. The current list of eligible 
projects has changed to include swimming pools and ballfield-
type projects. A maximum of $75,000 per project phase has 
been implemented as well. Political subdivisions located 
within Garrison Diversion may apply for the program. The 
grant application and guidelines are available on the Garrison 
Diversion website, www.garrisondiversion.org. 

The next opportunity to apply for a recreation grant will be 
in the fall of 2022. 

The Water Supply Assistance Grant Program 
provides funding assistance to offset the costs of new customer 

hookups to a rural water system or district. The grant program 
will also aid water systems or districts with extraordinary 
OM&R projects that will impact the delivery of water to users, 
introduce health and safety issues, or bring potential harm to 
other infrastructure if not repaired. 

Eligibility requirements state the applicant must reside 
within one of Garrison Diversion’s 28-member counties, must 
be or have a member sponsor that is a political subdivision 
(municipality or rural water district), and a municipality must 
have a population of 5,000 people or less being served.

The deadline to apply for funding to assist with new cus-
tomer hookups is March 1, 2022. There is no deadline on ex-
traordinary OM&R projects, as these will occur on an as-need-
ed basis. Grant guidelines and applications can be found on 
Garrison Diversion’s website, www.garrisondiversion.org/
programs/municipal_rural_and_industrial_grants. 

For additional information or questions related to the 
Matching Recreation Grant Program or Water Supply 
Assistance Grant Program, please contact Garrison Diversion 
at 701-652-3194.

UPCOMING GRANT DEADLINES
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